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GRAND VALLEY CHAPTER

CATALYST 137 — KITCHENER

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15TH, 2019

CSC Grand Valley Chapter is pleased to cordially invite you to participate The Grand Valley Chapter of Construction Specifications Canada would like
in our upcoming 5*" Annual Connections Café. Rather than the traditional to extend this opportunity for your firm to become a sponsor of this event.
trade show event, we have chosen a more relaxed and social setting where CSC will acknowledge your sponsorship by displaying your company logo
industry colleagues can meet to exchange information and develop at the venue. AND we're keeping the SPONSOR SHOWCASE! (smatr unmanned
business contacts. table with one business card holder, one product displayed, ond one cleor plastic 8.5x11 display)

Sponsorship is limited and will be on a “first come, first serve” basis.

Essentially, CSC acts as the facilitator bringing together sponsors who pay

a fee for the privilege of hosting a social evening at a local upscale venue. REGISTER TODAY to secure your tickets! You do not want to miss this
Each Sponsor receives 11 tickets to invite their clients from the Design, chance to network with local design and construction professionals!
Specifying, Contractor, and Government sectors to come together in a

social environment. Hors d’oeuvres, along with one complimentary In addition, we will showcase the participant entries of the:

refreshment are part of the admission ticket. CSC 2019 “Tapping the Future” Student Design Competition.

COST TO SPONSORS: INCLUDES 11 TICKETS
CSC MEMBERS = $495.00 + HST = $559.35
NON-MEMBERS = $695.00 + HST = $785.35

LOCATION: The Atrium at Catalyst 137
http://catalyst-137.com
137 Glasgow St, KITCHENER, ON

DATE: WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2019
TIME: 5:00PM TO 8:00PM

SPONSORS REGISTER THROUGH KARELO AT:
http://www.karelo.com/register.php?BID=611&
BT=10&Ev=18479

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
DANIELLE MAHN BY PHONE OR EMAIL AT
647.973.6246 OR dmahn@tremco.ca

McCal l um S@pbbaeirfications, Materials Researcher

https:// mccall umsat heat hooarr/ enecrcsa/l | um
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Message from the President: Are we speaking the same language?

September 13, 2018

By Paul Gerber

In 2004, an updated version of MasterFormat brought about monumental changes in
organizing specifications. Gone was the 16-division system (17 if you include Division 00)
and its five-digit section numbers. In its place was a vastly improved system of 50 divisions
with six-digit section numbers.

The developers of MasterFormat in 1963 could not have anticipated even a fraction of the
changes our industry would undergo over the next 41 years. Indeed, the old system had run
out of section numbers for new subject matter.

It is worth noting although the big change to MasterFormat was in 2004, the document has
continued to evolve, and thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers, it is updated on a more
regular basis to reflect the ever-changing needs of the industry. The most recent version is
MasterFormat 2018, which is now available through CSCI

If you are wondering why the history lesson, the reason is simple. Despite the significant
changes that have been made and the adoption of the new system by many users, there are
still some in this business that are using the old MasterFormat system. Surprisingly, this
includes many large firms and government agencies. Why?

To suggest MasterFormat is merely a “bunch of numbers to organize information” is not a valid excuse, no more so than the
other often-cited reason for not switching—familiarity.

MasterFormat 2004 (and now MasterFormat 2018) improved the ability to quickly, accurately, and consistently find information,
making it easier for everyone to find what they need, especially on the jobsite.

Consider this. How many architectural and engineering firms are still drawing by hand? The same argument for not using the
latest version of MasterFormat could be made with regard to drawings (i.e. the design intent can just as easily be communicated
by hand drawings as with computer-aided design [CAD] or building information modelling [BIM] drawings, so why change?).
CAD offered increases in productivity over hand drafting and BIM seeks to improve communication of design intent to ensure
more co-ordinated contract documents through the use of a common model.

These are pretty compelling arguments and they can just as simply be applied to why the time has come to switch to
MasterFormat 2018.

One CSC pillar is the advancement of construction communication through a common language. MasterFormat 2018 is that
language. | encourage all CSC members to reach out to their colleagues and ask, “What language are you speaking?”.
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CSC CONFERENCE
MAY 22-26, 2019

We invite everyone to attend the CSC Conference 2019 in
beautiful Regina Saskatchewan May 22-26, 2019 being held
at the Delta Hotel Regina.

The CSC Regina Conference Committee is putting together
an exciting technical program that will encourage delegates
to think about and reflect on the many changes affecting
design, construction, opportunities and specifications in
Canada and the world. You will find the technical programs
educational, informative, and relevant.

View and learn about the latest products and services available
to the construction industry from our conference sponsors.

SEE YOU IN REGINA!
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