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Have an IDEA for the  

Specifier?  

 

We would love to hear from you! 

Announcements, upcoming events, or 

technical articles are welcome and  

encouraged! 

Any submissions for the Specifier can be 

emailed for review to:  

Ryan Foster Newsletter Editor 

ryan.foster@rockwool.com  

  

 
ñTAPPING THE FUTUREò 

2019 - CSC Student Design Challenge 

 
Construction Specifications Canada (CSC) Grand Val-
ley and Toronto Chapters proudly present the 6th an-
nual Student Design Challenge. The competition is 
open to all post-secondary school Architectural and 
Interior Design students in Ontario.     
 
Each year a site of significant historic, architectural or 

community interest is chosen as a case study.  In past 

yearsô, the organizing committee has focused on sites 

in Waterloo Region.  This year, and long overdue, a 

site in Toronto was chosen:  The front part of the old 

Viceroy Rubber factory at 1655 Dupont Street in the 

heart of the Junction Triangle.  Historically a centre for 

industry, the area is transforming into a hip neigh-

bourhood with former plants being converted into 

unique lofts, commercial offices, studios and retails 

space.   This building is well suited to the nature of the 

CSC Design Challenge; itôs current, relevant and has a 

wonderful story to tell.  The owner of the building is 

excited to witness the studentsô future vision for the 

Junction.  

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
https://csc-dcc.ca/About+Us/
http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
http://toronto.csc-dcc.ca/


 н 

 

GRAND VALLEY Specifier  
March 2019 Grand Valley Executive 

 
Russ Snow 

W.R. Meadows 

Chapter Director 

RSnow@wrmeadows.com 

 
Stefanie Hargest 

Brampton Brick  

Chapter Chair 

shargest@bramptonbrick.com 

 

Carlos Alegre 

Alegre Engineering Corp. 

Vice Chair & 

Communications Officer 

carlos.alegre@gmail.com 

 
Cathie Schneider, CTR 

Stonequest 

Past Chair 

cathie@stonequest.com 

 
Edmond Wong 

Alumicor Limited 

Treasurer 

e.wong@alumicor.com 

 
Lauren Gilbert 

Forbo Flooring N.A. 

Secretary 

lauren.gilbert@forbo.com 

 
Joanna Wcislo 

GHD Limited 

Program Officer 

Joanna.Wcislo@ghd.com 

 
Douglas Pinnell 

Mumby Insurance Brokers Inc. 

Marketing Officer 

douglas@mumby.com 

 
Danielle Mahn 

Weatherproofing  Technologies  

Marketing Officer 

dmahn@tremco.ca 

 
Zofia Sawkiewicz 

GHD Limited 

Specifications Officer 

Zofia.Sawkiewicz@ghd.com 

 
Scott Ruffett 

TBA 

Membership Officer & 

Manufacturing Officer 

ruffett12@gmail.com 

 

Sheri Thompson 

WalterFedy 

Architectural Officer 

slthompson@sympatico.ca 

 
Ryan Foster, CTR 

Rockwool 

e-Specifier Editor 

Ryan.foster@rockwool.com 

 
Paul Gerber 

ArchiSPECtural Consulting Inc. 

Officer-at-Large 

paul.gerber@archispectural.ca 

 
David Boyle, CTR 

W.R. Meadows 

Officer-at-Large 

DBoyle@wrmeadows.com 

 

 

 
For complete details visit the official website at 

https://www.cscdesignchallenge.ca/ 

This yearôs theme for the challenge is ñHospitalityò.  Entries may be submit-
ted by individuals or by teams consisting of up to 4 people.  While no budg-
etary restrictions are imposed, design proposals will be judged in addition to 
visual and programming content, on their effective use of prescribed materi-
als and (not surprisingly) the strength of their technical specification docu-
mentation.  Registration closes on Monday, April 15th and the final deadline 
for submissions is midnight, Monday, April 22.  

 
The CSC Student Design Competition Committee gratefully acknowledges 
the ongoing support of the iGuide team, a local Kitchener-Waterloo start-up 
and emerging world leader in real estate technology products.  The iGuide 
3D is an interactive virtual mapping tool complete with software that dimen-
sions the space.  Quite often, touring the actual site is not possible because 
of construction or the logistics of the location.  This tremendous technology 
allows all students complete and equal access to the building.  
 

https://goiguide.com/  
 
 
 
The winners of this yearôs challenge will be announced on May 14th at the 
CSC Toronto Chapter Dinner meeting (Toronto Cricket Club) and then show-
cased again at the CSC Grand Valley Chapterôs Connections Caf® in Kitche-
ner (Catalyst 137) on May 15th.    Connections Caf® is an industry network-
ing event where Invited guests from the local construction and design com-
munity will join in rallying around the finalist teams.   Guests will have the 
opportunity to cast their vote for the ñPeopleôs Choice Awardò.   
 
Design Challenge Background: 
 
The Design Challenge is a student outreach initiative championed by partici-
pating members of Construction Specifications Canada in the Waterloo Re-
gion (Grand Valley) - Toronto Corridor with generous support at the CSC Na-
tional level.  Since 2014, it has opened new avenues of collaboration with 
post-secondary design schools, and with industry, municipal and community 
partners.  The success of the first Competition, featuring the iconic Galt Post 
Office, designed by Architect Thomas Fuller, prompted information requests 
from other CSC Chapters across the country.  Document templates and 
guidelines were published in both official languages as a starting point for 
committees to develop their own localized design challenges, and so, unex-
pectedly, a new opportunity arose to promote the unique, multi-disciplinary 
role that Construction Specifications Canada plays in the AEC space, and, 
more importantly, to raise awareness, early on in a studentôs career journey 
of the necessity of quality specifications in construction documentation.   

 

òTAPPING THE FUTUREó 

2019 - CSC Student Design Challenge  

mailto:dboyle@wrmeadows.com
mailto:dboyle@wrmeadows.com
mailto:dboyle@wrmeadows.com
mailto:paul.gerber@rogers.com
mailto:dboyle@wrmeadows.com
https://www.cscdesignchallenge.ca/
http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
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Connections Caf® - May 15 - Save the Date  

2018 Connections Caf® was a fantastic event 

Mark your calendars and join us  

at this years Connection Caf®  

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
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/ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ /ŀŦŞ - aŀȅ мр - {ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜ  

JOB Posting  

 

McCallum Sather- Specifications, Materials Researcher and Contract Lead 

 

https://mccallumsather.com/mccallum-sather-careers/  

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
https://mccallumsather.com/mccallum-sather-careers/#
https://mccallumsather.com/mccallum-sather-careers/
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Upcoming Events  

 

March 20th   -   Accessibility in Design 

March 28th   -   Chapter Pub Night @ Whale & Ale 

April 17th     -   Incombustibles (Specifying Roofing Systems) 

May 1st        -   Annual Chapter Meeting @ GVCA 

May 15th      -   Connections Cafe @ Catalyst 137 

May 22-26    -   National Conference in Regina, SK 

June 20th     -   Golf Social @ TBD 

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
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Vice-Chairôs Message 

 
Our region has experienced some interesting weather conditions, bringing us near 

minus40degC windchill temperatures followed by spring-like, T-shirt weather, all 

while causing our second complete school closure of the season.  Constant changes 

like this have taught us to be adaptable, a skill that is transferable to any aspect our 

lives. For us, CSCôs Grand Valley Chapter Executive, we are taking the approach of 

adaptability in an effort to increase engagement and provide valuable content and 

experience for our members and local construction community. Being adaptable 

means that we are trying new things while maintaining some traditions, figuring out 

what works and what doesnôt, but always learning and growing from the experience. 

As an example, many of us are seeking 

more flexibility in our work and our lives 

so we as a Chapter have incorporated 

video conferencing into our Executive 

Meetings, which has increased our 

attendance and, as a result, our 

productivity. We work hard as 

volunteers to offer interesting and 

relevant topics for our luncheons, fun 

social gatherings, and incredible 

networking opportunities that all our 

members and community can benefit 

from. 

 

BUT, we want to hear from YOU, our members, attendees, readers, audience! 

What can we do better? What topics do you want presented? What social events 

would you enjoy? We want to be better so that you continue to get more and more 

value from our Chapter. Maybe you have something to contribute. Share that with 

us! We would love to be a platform for what you have to offer! Maybe a technical 

article, or a local Feature Project suggestion to be showcased. Interested in 

presenting on a specific topic? We would love to hear more about it and see if it is a 

fit! 

 
REACH OUT TO US! One a suggestion from one of our long-standing members is 

that we have made our email addresses available on our webpage and in this 

newsletter. Donôt be shy to send a message to the relevant member or just send it 

to out general mailbox cscgrandvalley@gmail.com 

 
Thank you all for your attention! We look forward to seeing you at one of our many 

amazing events. 

 
Carlos Alegre, P.Eng. 

Chapter Vice-Chair  

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
mailto:cscgrandvalley@gmail.com
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2019 FORMS - Registration-Hotel-Sponsorship è 
 
2019 Technical Session Summaries and Schedule at a Glance è 

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/
http://csc-dcc.ca/Conferences/2019+FORMS+-+Registration-Hotel-Sponsorship/
http://csc-dcc.ca/Conferences/2019+Technical+Session+Summaries+and+Schedule+at+a+Glance/
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Canadaôs first Net Zero Office Building, A uniquely modern 100,000 square 

foot urban space on the doorstep of Ion Light Rail Transit and showcasing 

an array of amenities and net positive carbon output. 

Architect: Stantec 

Availability: Unit sizes ranging from 5,000sf ï 100,000sf 

Completion: 2018  

http://grandvalley.csc-dcc.ca/

