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FROM THE 
CHAIR 
 

Happy New Year! 

 

Wow. What an amazing turn out to our 

1st dinner of the year last January. In 

addition to an amazing topic from the 

City of Toronto, we we’re lucky to have 

most of our Chapter Fellows, Life 

members, and Instructors present to 

show our appreciation of their hard 

work and contributions to our 

     

      

      

       

     

 
 

PAGE 1/13 

Association. Along with our President and Executive Director joining us, we 

appreciate everyone taking a little time out of their busy schedule to network 

and catch up with friends. 

Over the hump! So, I’m officially in the home stretch for my term as Chair. The 

time flies when volunteering and I have much more agenda items I would like 

to be discussed with the Executive Committee and potentially implemented 

before my term ends. Stay tuned. I still haven’t given up on a Cricket Social ������ 

I was involved in planning my first Peer Discussion Group this year with Kiyoshi 

and Kenny. Though I couldn’t be present, I was told the TR group was extremely 

engaging and enjoyable to all in attendance. Thank you to Steve and Stacey for 

being on our Panel. Stay tuned additional PDG events after Expo. 

My overall theme this term is to reinforce all the hard work CSC volunteers do 

at all Chapters and Levels. Please take the time to read our articles each E-

Specifier, as it outlines many of the initiatives completed you might not be 

aware of or cookie crumb of things to come. Please take the time to check out 

Constant Contact emailers. As a Chapter we try to limit burn out to our 

members but there’s simply too much going on. If can improve this sharing of 

            

             

    

               

           

           

             

           



 
 

 

 
  

. . . 

information, please let me know as 

we’re always looking to improve formats 

and make it as digestible as possible, 

with the fewest emails as possible. 

My R&R over the holidays seems so long 

ago now. And though I’m re-charged, I 

always feel inclined to remind all 

volunteers to balance your work-life. 

Silos are bad (unless it’s an eating 

contest, you do you). There’s always a 

team here to support you. 

 

I am CSC. 

Kevin Becessar, PMP, LEED Green 

Associate 

Toronto Chapter Chair 2024/25 
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

The 2nd CSC Board of Directors for the 2024/2025 year was held in Toronto at 

the end of January.  It was another weekend of amazing discussions and ideas 

about how to work together as the CSC Board of Directors to uplift and propel 

members and chapters to grow and learn.  Each person on the Executive 

Council and Board of Directors brought a unique perspective to the discussion 

and I personally am thankful for their participation.  We unfortunately said 

goodbye to David Graham (Immediate Past President) and Greg Hofsted 

(Registrar) as this was their last Board of Directors meeting.  I know that they 

will both continue to be active in the CSC community at a chapter and national 

level. 

An update on David Graham’s amazing initiative - mentorship.  There was a 

call of mentors and mentees in 2024.  We are happy to announce that the 

mentorship platform, Mentorcity, has gone live.  Invitations will be sent out to 

people who expressed interest.  If you would like to participate in this CSC 

members only program, please reach out to David Graham or myself. 

            

             

               

        

              

           

     

         

          

                

           

            

          

             

            

    

 

 

All of the Executive Council members have been working diligently behind the scenes to further the efforts on their respective 

portfolios.  I am impressed and thankful for all of their hard work.  Current work includes updates to the education course 

content, CCDC documents, MasterFormat, website, and translations.  CSC is part of a larger community, both within Canada 

and the United States, and we collaborate with multiple organizations to create a stable footing across the industry. 

The deadline for submitting nominations for various Chapter and Association awards, including College of Fellows, Life 

Member, and Awards of Merit, is February 19, 2025.  If there is an individual that you feel deserves recognition, please reach 

out to me to discuss the nomination process. 

                    

                   

            

      

                 

           

                    

                       

 

                         

                        

                  

                       

                  
 

Everyone is looking forward to the 2025 CSC conference in St. John’s, 

Newfoundland.  CSC conferences are an amazing blend of education, networking, 

collaboration and fun.  If you haven’t been to a CSC conference, Atlantic Canada’s 

spirit and enthusiasm will have you hooked for years to come.  Click here for a video 

showing how much fun you’ll have.  More information about the conference is here. 

The seminar program is being finalized and will be published on the website soon. 

I am excited to announce that the 2028 CSC conference will be jointly hosted by the 

Vancouver, Vancouver Island and Okanagan Valley Chapters.  The exact location is 

to be determined, but regardless of the location, a great time will be had by all. 

I am struck by the dedication of all the volunteers that CSC has, both at a chapter 

and Association level.  It speaks to the impact that CSC has on a personal and 

professional level.  Please reach out to me if you would like to help this vibrant 

organization further its goals.  I truly hope that you will find it as fulfilling as I do. 

The next board of directors meeting is scheduled for the end of September 2025.  If 

there are any questions that you have regarding the work that the Association is 

doing, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me to discuss. 
 

We, together, are CSC! 

 

KIYOSHI KUROIWA 

CHAPTER DIRECTOR 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=bxi188T9LQLAqMsv&v=6jryP8DBARs&feature=youtu.be
https://csc-dcc.ca/Conferences/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=bxi188T9LQLAqMsv&v=6jryP8DBARs&feature=youtu.be
https://csc-dcc.ca/Conferences/
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EVENTS ARE WORTH IT! 
 

So…. I am embarrassed to say that on January 22nd, I attended my first Peer Discussion 

Group. I have volunteered on the CSC Toronto Chapter board since 2009 and have no 

excuse for not going to one over the years. It was a wonderful experience! Some photos 

are included on the next page. There were lots of faces that I knew, but a few new ones!  

 

As one of the panel presenters, we were there to keep the discussion going, and if there 

were an awkward pause, we would start the conversation with a new question for the group. 

This never happened. The conversation was lively, super interesting, and educational! 

I really encourage you to go to a Peer Discussion Group…. It will be worth it! 

Another event that I am really looking forward to is the Axe throwing Social on March 27th. 

Natasha Brin (Chair of the Social Community) is getting the Social Community into shape, 

     

                   

                

                  

           

 
 

Another event that I am really looking forward to is the Axe throwing Social on March 27th. Natasha Brin (Chair of the Social 

Community) is getting the Social Community into shape, and decisions are being made! 

I will be there….., and I really hope to see you there as well….. It will be worth it! 

My initiative has been to review the venue experience of those who attend the dinners. I still cannot say much, but April 8th will 

be a GREAT dinner meeting with a few changes…..  

Stay tuned for more exciting news ……It will be worth it! 

 

STACEY BOGDANOW 

Vice Chair 
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PEER DISCUSSION GROUP: TECHNICAL 
REPRESENTATIVES & SPECIFICATIONS 
JANUARY 22, 2025 
 

                

               

                

                    

 

                 

               

           

 

                

               

             

        

                   

               

                 

  

           

 
 

Photos courtesy of Karthick Kanagalingam 
 



  

2025 PROGRAM UPDATE  
 

Happy New Year! 

We hope everyone had a chance to unwind and enjoy some much-needed R&R over 

the Christmas holidays—we certainly did! But now, it’s time to jump back into action. 

We’re excited to share the lineup of events we have in store for 2025. But before we 

dive into that, let’s take a quick look back at our Annual Plant Tour held at the 

CertainTeed Gypsum plant in Mississauga, Ontario. 

CertainTeed Gypsum is widely recognized for its innovation and commitment to 

quality. During the tour last November, attendees had the chance to explore a variety 

of advanced products designed to address key challenges in the construction 

industry. One of the highlights was their advanced water-resistant drywall, perfect 

for high-moisture environments. We discussed how these products contribute to the 

durability and safety of building projects. Attendees also had the unique opportunity 

to observe the manufacturing process firsthand and engage with the expert team, 

who shared valuable insights into industry best practices and emerging trends. 

Looking ahead to January 2025, we kicked off the year with a bang, hosting our 

annual Chapter Celebration. This event was a great way to show appreciation for our 

Chapter CSC Fellows, CSC Life Members, and CSC Toronto Instructors who have 

made outstanding contributions to our community. After a delicious dinner, we 

enjoyed an exciting presentation by Julia Bevacqua on the Toronto Green Standard 

(TGS). Julia provided updates on TGS, which sets sustainable design and 

performance requirements for new private and city-owned developments. Since its 

inception in 2010, the TGS has evolved, with each version demanding higher levels 

of performance. The next iteration is currently being developed through the TGS Net 
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Zero Transition Study, which includes energy modelling, cost analysis, and stakeholder engagement. The study is expected 

to conclude in spring 2025, with recommendations to follow. Nearly 75 people attended this event, making it a great success! 

February 2025 promises to be another exciting month. We’re thrilled to welcome Garrett Florent from Rain Guard, who will 

present on Graffiti Removal and Anti-Graffiti Coatings. Additionally, the highly anticipated CSC Building Expo trade show will 

take place on Wednesday, February 26th at the MTCC – South Building. For more details, be sure to visit the website at 

www.cscbuildingexpo.ca . 

We’ll have more information coming your way soon about our upcoming dinner events, featuring exciting topics and fantastic 

presenters. 

Lastly, we’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all our members, students, and guests who have been attending our 

Chapter Dinners. Your ongoing support and engagement make these events a success, and we truly appreciate your 

participation. 

As always, we welcome any suggestions for future technical presentations. Feel free to reach out to us directly at 

charles@cpd.ca or associations.kevin@gmail.com . 

 

WE ARE CSC! 

 

CHARLES BOSWORTH & KEVIN BECESSAR 

   

 
 

http://www.cscbuildingexpo.ca/
mailto:charles@cpd.ca
mailto:associations.kevin@gmail.com
http://www.cscbuildingexpo.ca/
mailto:charles@cpd.ca
mailto:associations.kevin@gmail.com


  

A GLIMPSE INTO MARKETING EFFORTS 
 

As we step into an exciting New Year, we’re thrilled to give you a glimpse into the marketing efforts behind our chapter's 

activities. At CSC Toronto, January marks the beginning of a dynamic period, highlighted by our first dinner meetings 

and the anticipation of the Building Expo in February. 

 

Behind the scenes, our marketing team is hard at work to ensure every event gets the attention it deserves. Here’s a 

quick look at what goes into our planning: 
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Our marketing efforts are a team endeavour, with every detail—big and small—contributing to our chapter's success. 

The excitement for this year’s Building Expo is palpable, and we can’t wait to see you there! 

 

Save the Date: February 26, 2025 

 

Don’t miss this incredible event filled with insights, networking opportunities, and inspiration. 

Here’s to an amazing year ahead! 

 

I am CSC 

Shamanna Kelamangalam. PCD, CTR 

Marketing Officer 

 
 

 
1. Building Expo: 

February’s Building Expo is a major highlight, featuring a keynote 

speaker, engaging seminars, and a half-day trade show. 

Promoting this extensive event takes careful scheduling of 

social media posts, thoughtful design, and consistent branding 

to maximize visibility and excitement. 

2. Dinner Meetings: 

These meetings feature fascinating presentations on a variety of 

topics. We focus on creating engaging and informative social 

media content that reflects CSC’s brand while keeping our 

followers informed without overwhelming them. 

3. Additional Campaigns: 

Alongside event promotions, we create posts for the E-Specifier, 

thank-you messages, and event commemorations. Each post 

requires advance collection of assets like logos, photos, and 

event details to ensure clear, effective communication. 
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PARTNERING WITH IDC 
FOR THE 2025 CSC 
BUILDING EXPO 
 

We started 2025 with some cold temps so we took it inside to enjoy the 

latest design trends at the 2025 Toronto Interior Design Show. 

Options for designing your dream kitchen to picking the perfect flooring 

had me wondering how designers engage with their clients in 

specifying the ideal products that have Form Fit and Function. 

Selecting the right interior finishes is crucial to achieving a balance 

between aesthetics, practicality, and long-term durability. A well-

thought-out approach ensures that space meets functional needs and 

withstands the demands of daily use. 

The high traffic in commercial spaces make durability a top priority so 

high-performance materials are a must. The ID Show 2025 showcased 

many of those products that withstands the demands of daily use. 

When purpose meets functionality, the ability to maintain the aesthetic 

consistency sometimes can be compromised but not anymore. So 

many manufacturers are producing products that are meeting the 

          

         

          

    

            

           

              

        

            

                

           

            

           

              

     

             

             

           

        

             

           

          

     
PAGE 8/13 

needs of occupants by taking into consideration things like acoustics while maintaining a beautiful aesthetic. It’s the 

cohesion between functional materials, colours and textures that help create the unified look that everyone wants. 

I’m excited that CSC Toronto has again partnered with IDC to showcase many of these trailblazing manufacturers at our 

annual CSC Expo in February.  Be sure to check out the interior finishes section at the Expo to explore the latest trends in 

interior finishes. 

 
 

SARAH LAKE 

INTERIOR DESIGN OFFICER 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

TORONTO CHAPTER EVENTS: 

 

February 11 t h  – Dinner  Meet ing 

Apr i l  8 t h  – Dinner  Meet ing 

May 14 t h  – Dinner  Meet ing  

 

 

THE 47TH CSC TORONTO CHAPTER 

BUILDING EXPO 

 

February 26 ,  2025 

 

 

https://toronto.csc-dcc.ca/news/
https://toronto.csc-dcc.ca/news/
https://toronto.csc-dcc.ca/news/
https://toronto.csc-dcc.ca/news/


 
 

 
 
 
  

 

47TH CSC BUILDING EXPO – 
CONSTRUCTION IN A POST-
PANDEMIC WORLD 
 

I want to start by saying thank you for your patience with the Building Expo 

this year. We settled on a theme long ago and began to move all our 

registration onto one platform based on the ease and success other 

Chapters have had with their Connections Cafes and trade shows. It turned 

out to be more complicated due to the nature of our Toronto Chapter, 

banking, and overall structure. With these problems, we quickly pivoted 

back to Karelo for paid items such as the Luncheon and Table Sales. Free 

attendee registration is with Eventbrite. Rather than getting into every 

detail about our late start, please know that we are bold to try something 

different. 

All forms of registration are open, and table sales are going well. In the first 

week, 51% of Premium tables and 72% of Standard Tables were sold. 

We have secured all three seminar speakers and are very close to 

announcing our Keynote speaker. Please follow our Chapter LinkedIn page 

for updates as they come. We look forward to seeing you all there and 

helping to make our show the marquee construction networking event it 

has always been. 

 
 

 

IAIN STUART, CTR 

BUILDING EXPO 

SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR 
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Save the date:  

Wednesday  

February 26, 2025 

11am to 6pm 

Location:  

Metro Toronto 

Convention Centre 

South Building, L 800. 
 



  

THE 10TH ANNUAL CSC 
STUDENT DESIGN 
CHALLENGE  
 

Welcome to the Winter edition of the eSpecifier article update from your 

CSC Toronto Engineering Officer. As we get back from the holiday 

festivities, CSC Toronto Chapter has been continuously hosting exciting 

events for dinner meetings and plant tours to wrap up 2024.  

 

The 10th annual CSC Student Design Challenge, hosted by CSC Grand 

Valley and Toronto Chapter, was a great success! Hangar 33 at the 

Waterloo International Airport was where the action was on Sep 11th, 

2024. CSC Toronto Chapter and CSC Grand Valley Chapter co-hosted 

the "CSC Student Design Competition-2024- Tapping the Future". The 

winners were: 

 

• 1st place and Peoples Choice = The Ivystone 

submitted by University of Waterloo Team 

 

• 2nd place = The Discovery Box 

submitted by Conestoga College Team,  

 

• 3rd place = The Fountain 

submitted by Conestoga College Team.  

 

The students had the opportunity to see the outside world of 

construction with product manufacturers, architects, specifiers, and 

developers. The 2024-2025 CSC Student Design Challenge kicked off in 

September 2024 and will continue through May 2025. We have a good 

start with Conestoga College, Fanshaw College, and University of 

Waterloo School of Architecture participating this year. With 

expectation of a greater number of submittals and stunning new design 

for the Gas Light District in Cambridge. This year the building design 

focus has expanded to incorporate various designs, at least 50% of the 

venue must be dedicated to hospitality, and the other 50% can be up to 

the creative team.  

 
 

“For our members,  i f  you have 
any new ideas or suggestions,  
please don’t hesitate to reach 
out:  
 
Kar th ick .kanagal i ngam@somfy .com 

 
 I ’d be happy to discuss them 
with you further.”  

We have invited Ontario Association of Certified 

Engineering Technicians and Technologists, and 

Ontario Society of Professional Engineers to join 

us this the CSC Building Expo 2025 to help spread 

the word to engineers and technologists to attend 

the CSC Building Expo to view new products, join 

in on continuing education seminars, and network 

with the industry. 

 

KARTHICK KANAGALINGAM CTR, WELL AP, 

M.Sc. Eng, 
Engineering Officer 
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  THE FINAL RESULT FOR OAA 
FORMER LICENSED 
TECHNOLOGISTS 
 

I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year 2025, and I trust it will be 

exciting and prosperous for one and all! 

 

For those of you who have been following the outcome on the AATO versus the 

OAA Court case, with respect to the Licensed Technologists OAA, I am pleased to 

report that it has finally come to a completion, although personally, I do not think it 

is the result that most of the affected former Licensed Technologists OAA would 

have wished for, as you will discover when you read the rest of my article below. 

On January 01, 2025, the necessary amendments to Regulation 27 under the 

Architects Act had been filed by the provincial government, allowing eligible 

individuals to apply to become members of the OAA as Licensed Technologists. 
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I think we all genuinely thought that all former Licensed Technologists OAA would have their membership and designation 

routinely reinstated and just require them to pay their membership, Licence, and Certificate of Practice fees. Unfortunately, 

that is not the case, all former Licensed Technologists OAA who formerly held licenses from the OAA that were voided by the 

May 2023 court order, now have to pursue a Limited License and Certificates of Practice by applying all over again and all 

applications will be evaluated in accordance with the eligibility criteria for Limited Licenses and Certificates of Practice as set 

out in the updated Regulation 27. The Limited License title, contained in the Architects Act amendments made earlier last 

year, are as a result of Bill 157’s Schedule A.  

One particular disappointing A noticeable change to the amendments is the reduction in the designation from Licensed 

Technologist OAA to just Licensed Technologist, because the use of any term, title, addition, or description that will lead 

people to the belief that the holder may engage in the practice of architecture. This is concerning for Licensed Technologists 

absolute nonsense as we do practice architecture on a daily basis. In addition, it does not signify any affiliation with the OAA 

or any other association for that matter and simply sets us apart.  

Another frustrating “challenging” prerequisite of having to reapply for membership, is to demonstrate that 940 hours of 

experience, in the last three years prior to the date of applying for the license, under the supervision and direction of a person 

authorized to practice architecture in their jurisdiction. This is simply impossible for those who held a license and certificate 

of practice and were operating independently as a sole practitioner or partnership. 

This has been a tough nut to swallow and personally I’m not sure how this is all going to pan out, but I will definitely keep you 

all informed. 

 

I look forward to bringing more updates in future editions of the E-Specifier but in the meantime if you have any questions or 

suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact me on 416 571 5322 or by email brian.abbey@adtekbuilding.com 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

BRIAN L. ABBEY Int’l. Assoc. AIA. PPM.A.A.T.O. BSSO. A. Sc.T. CIAT CIQS. NFPA. BCQ. 

Architectural Officer and Student Liaison 
 

mailto:charles@cpd.ca
mailto:k.becessar@mapei.com
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WELCOME TO OUR 
NEWEST MEMBERS!! 

 

Please welcome the following NEW members to CSC,  

Toronto Chapter: 
 

August 9, 2024 to January 22, 2025 

 

Naomi (Oyunnomin) Bayasgalan 
• Specification Writer at Brian Ballantyne Specifications 

Neha Anekar 
• Architect at Cemetric Designers 

Jeffrey Stewart 
• Sr. Specification Writer at Tri-Tech Pinnacle Group 

Chioma Francis 
• Contract Administrator at Metrolinx 

Pablo Ventura 
• Adamson Associates Architects 

Mark Barretto 
• Head of Canadian Operations at NBS 

Kevin Ferreira  
• District Sales Manager at Polyglass USA Inc. 

Greg Blank 
• Architectural Business Development Representative – 

Ontario at Oldcastle Building Envelope 
Lindsay Rowland 

• Project Manager & Contract Administrator at DIALOG  
Margret Morcos 

• Architectural Solutions Manager, Ontario Canada at 
CertainTeed Canada 

Stephanie Harding  
• DIALOG Design Inc 

Alysha McCallum-Olthuis 
• Inside Sales Manager at SRP Airoutshield (formerly 

SRP Canada) 
Steven Karst 

• FCC Construction Canada 
Esmeralda Monroy Ortiz  

• Sales Estimator at Stouffville Galss 
Matias Reyes 

• National Architectural Manager at Vitro Architectural 
Glass 

Tracia Hamilton 
• Engineer at Ontario First Nations Technical Services 

Corporation 
  
      
  
      

    
         

  
     

  
   

  
        

 

STACEY BOGDANOW 

Administrator Office/Membership Officer/Vice Chair 

Dean Shojaat 
• Student at University of Waterloo 

Skakil Asgharali 
• Architect at SADP Architecture Inc. 

Jay (Jeremy) Del Duca 
• District Sales Manager – Eastern Canada at 

Polyglass 
Julia Mozheyko 

• Architect at ATA Architects 
Chantelle Wynter 

• Contract Administrator 
Michael Fallon 

• Territory Sales Manager at Dorken Systems 
Inc 

Margi Modi 
• Technical Sales Representative at W. R. 

MEADOWS of Canada 
Kristen Polsinelli 

• Architectural Sales Manager at M2 Tile & 
Stone Inc 
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CONTACT US 
 Phone: 1 844 427 2867  

Email: toronto@csc-dcc.ca  

Website: http://toronto.csc-dcc.ca  
Mai l :  31 Adelaide Street 

East, P.O. Box 36, 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8 

 
 

    
      

       

 
        

    

 

COMMENTS? 
  

If you have comments or suggestions, or would like 

more information about the E-Specifier, please reach 

out to Laura Herbert at lherbert@dialogdesign.ca.  

  
 
 
 
 
 

In-Person Dinner  Meeting Locat ion :  
Toronto  C r i cke t  Skat ing  an d  C ur l ing  C lub  

1 4 1  Wi ls on  A ve ,  Toron to ,  O N M 5 M  3 A 3 

 
  

WORKING WITH TSA AND WINTER COURSE 
OFFERINGS 
 
 

 

 
 

Technical Representative (CTR) course into our rotation. We are also thrilled to announce the revival of the CSC Social Nights, 

starting March 27th at 6pm, we will be Axe Throwing at BATL’s Toronto location! So, keep an eye on your emails, as we release 

more details and registration information through Karelo and other forms of CSC Communication.  Come on out and reconnect 

with members, it will be a fun night for all.  

If you have the chance to go to the Building Expo on February 26th, please feel free to come up and say hi. 

 

NATASHA BRIN 

Professional Development Officer 

 

Happy New Year to all the CSC Members, I hope you had a relaxing holiday. Here are some 

updates from my end: 

This past November, both Kiyoshi and I gave a presentation to the Toronto Society of 

Architects (TSA) about the importance of specifying, how language and grammar can affect 

your project and answered questions concerning large scale commercial projects. With 

great success, we are looking forward to working more with TSA in the future, including a 

guest panel later this February. 

This month we released the Winter course offerings for the Toronto Chapter, which includes 

(Principles of Construction Documents) PCD, CCA (Construction Contract Administration) 

and Specifier. I would like to thank our Education Teachers: Ted Katsoris, Shamanna 

Kelamangalam and Tim Lee for their time and dedication to our students. I would also like 

to thank Lyndon Regular for helping us bring back the interest and students for the Certified 

       

 

mailto:toronto@csc-dcc.ca
http://toronto.csc-dcc.ca/
mailto:lherbert@dialogdesign.ca
https://g.page/TorontoCricketClub?share

